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Statement by the Ministry of Foreign 
I 

aoa~o5.>M:J O:JO.>M.>c::?:J00~0 JM5'l:J~n30n .>'b­
:JMO.>nx.>6nli fl:J'li.300~0Joli a010.>60 IJ.>fl.>o.>c::?oli 
M:J(JOC"l6°ao ~,} ao1i O:JaM(J.>M:J50o aMJIJ3" .>'b::i­
MO.>ox.>6oli 0:Jfin0Mflnoli ::ifi010 a::ib001::i~oli 
MJ0 .3,,0 o,, ~,, 0,,a,,0 ~,,,,b~C"l::ion01 8(") 30~o 
a::iobfi::i ,}~.>3o.>6o od0~00001 o"~,},}~00~000-
~o .3ofio ,,5 ~:J36o~o 0.>b.>~.>. 1iMab::i0101i fi::i-
1i.300~0J.>1i :JJo'lifi::io" .3.>1i0bolia00o~Mo.> C"laoli 
o"c::?303:JOO'lJ01301J ~,} d.>~o'lJ 0.>aM1j:J6:JOO'lJ01301J 
.>'b::ifio.>ox.>6nli lj'o6""c::?a~00 , 0::ifio0Mfio::iooli 
MJ0.3.>00001, 0.>6.>bMMOO:J~" a.>1iMOM030 ::i0160-
J0MO va::i6~.> ~,} R.>~060~0 oj6.> 1ib3.>~.>1ib3.> 

lJ.>bolJ adoa:J ~.>6.>0.>0~0 JM6'l:J~OJ0o1J ~MC"llJ. 
'li.>:JM01,} OC"lMO liM 01.>6.>a:J(JMOMMO.> a0~an3.>~ 

o"aM01j3.>ali 1io6.>60~ li, oao li.> o"a(") MC"la a(")­
b~.> 1i.>ab0~0(") d.>~oli 0,,a(")8050o,, .>'b::ifio.>ox­

,,501 lj'o5""c::?a~:.Jo ~" oo~Do"~ aolio 0ofio0-
Mflo;ionli MJ0 .3,,0 n.>. 1993 v::i~li, 0 ,,0tnM1i 00-
oofiM:Jonli 1i.1o~MU 3o:Jfl aoc::?:J00~ oj5.> M:J'b ­
M~00o.> 822 (1993), 853 (1993) , 874 (19-
9 3), 884 (19 9 3), fiMa0~a.10 ~,,0a(") .1 'b::ifio.>o­

X"601i IJ06.1.>c::?a~:Jo d.>~oli 0.1aM1J:J600.1 ~·I ao­
lio 0::ifio0Mflo;ionli MJ0.3.100.> ~.> .lc::?O.IM:JO'li 
33085oli 1i0300 06o0::i01i, .1'b;ifio.1ox.1601i 0::ifio-
6Mfio0~ a01~0.15C"l0.11J •~.I ao'lJ 1J.l:JM01.10C"lM0-
1JC"l~ "c::?o.10800~ 1i.1'bl'.?30 8001i b;i~o00b00~­
Mo.11i . .1c::?6oo50~ fi::i'bM~00o0ooo , 0 ooofiMoo­
oli 1i.1oifC"la JO~:J3 :JM01b:J~ ~,},}~.>1i00fi.1, MC"la 
a010.>60 s.1fl.>o.>l'.?01i fi::i0nM5o :JJ0013601i .>'b::ifio­
.>ox.161i ~.I 3M0VM~,} ~.101JM3D:JO~o3, 1ifi0~­

.I~ ~.> 0.30MMOM~ ~.10M3M6 1J.IMJ0.3.100M d.1 -
~:Joa.1 .1'b;ifio.1nx.1601i 830~.1 MJ0.3ofi0o0~o 
6::ifio6Mflo.>. 1ib3.1 1i.1;ifi01.>0MfloliM Mfl0.16o'b­

.1oo::io3.10 00030 .3M'booo.1 ~.1o~ofi;i1i. 
1i.1;ifi01.10MM01iM li.>'bM(J,}~C"l:JOOli .3M'booooli 

0o0~3:J~IJM'l:J" ~" 1i.1::ifi01.10MfioliM li.13.>001-
~oli 0b::ioo ~.1fic::?3:J3.1, 1iMab::i010 J3~.13 .10fi­
d'1f'YJ'101i 01l'1010 'bC"la'100 li aof"l'10.1'li. C"1C"laf'YJ.'1001> 

34 j.1~.1jo ~.I lJM'l:J:J~O, .>'b:JM0.1nx.160~0 aM-
1J.1b~:JMO.>, a.101 OC"lMOli 0.1303:.ioo, ~,}Oc::?7J.35::i5 

~,} ~.>oiffl5:JD . a50036:J~M3.160 'bo.160 ao.llJ:J6:.J1J 
1i.1x.>MC"l ~.I J:JMdC"l 'li.IJ001M:J0.11i . .1a~;i6.1~, 353 
1i.1aC"lJ.l~.>JC"l O:J6MO.I, a.101 OC"!Moli 314 li.>obC"l-
3fl:JO:J~O 1i.1b~o, 3 'liJM~.I, 3 1i.>o.1303M 0.ll:?O, 
1 J0~00fi0~0 0:J60fio ~,} 1Jb3.1 1J.1aMJ.l~­
,}JC"l Moo;i;J6o ~M600.> ~.1 ~.>'bo.16~.>. 0.>fl~.1 

.1aoli.>, 357 ::i~::i;J0fiM:J6:Jfi0()(11i oMdo, 3 j3::ili.1-
~o0fio, 30 0fi.>61i'l:JMMa.>0Mflo, .11i;i3:J V8~oli 

fl:.J'h:Jfl37J"M:JOn, 0.>'bli.>~:J6:Joo, 0 'b:JOo ~.1 1ib3.> 
;JM6:JO.I ~.>'bo.>6~.>. 0.16.1b~:J07J~O 06'l:JC"lMa.100-
01i O:J~:Jo:.JO'b:J ~.llJM~6M0001 01.>3~.11iba::io1i 1iM­
ab::i0101i O:JO.IM.lc::?:J00~0 d.1~::iooli abfio~.16 
.l~(JO~O JjM6~.1 2016 lj'~o'lJ 18 .IJMo~'lJ.10 . 

1iMab::i0101i d:J7JM.lobalJM'l:J:J~O aa::i~:JO:JOO, M.l­
li.10 a("):i83.1 .1'b::ifio.1ox.1601i Cl::in.1fi"l:?:Jo7l~o 

d.1~::iooli CJ0a,,~006~Mo.1Clo a1ib300.3~0 ~.1 ~­

.1'bo.16::io.1. 2016 v~oli 10 .>.3fio~li, lj'o01::i~o 

x3fioli 1i.1::ifi01.>0MfloliM Mfl0.16o'b.100.1a b::i~o 

'Cl:J7JVIJM ab.1000o1i ClMfioli,~.1c::?7J.37J~m.1 03.1a0-
ooli 0.1~.1o::ia.>1i, fi.11i.10 aMJs3.1 OC"l~C"l ~fiMoli 

::iliJ.1~.100.1. CJ0a~0C"la'Clo 0.16bMfioo:.i~~.1 • 1i.>-
1i.1a.1001~M-1i.1a0~o0o6C"l ::idli.3::ifi6o'b.1 fi::i0o 1i0-
finfi::io0~o afi.13.1~0 600.>60 OIJC"l .1'b::ifio.1ox.>-
601i 1J.1ab:.J~MC"l aM1J.1a1J.1b0fio1J J.>01.16.10Mao0" 
fio ~.11i.1b0Rfi::iooli.1. 

aolJo ao'b.>6aoa.1fim7J~O d:J7JM.>ObatJM'l:J:J~O 

aa::i~:JO:J0001 1iM3b::ima.1 O:J.IMIJO.I o::iob~oli o::i­
V83:J~Oli M:JtJ03oli ~:J07J~:JO.I ~.1~000~0 19-
94 V:J~li ~" 1i.1'l:lfi01boli j3::io ~.1.1s::i6.1 .3M~o-

Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
The ongoing armed conflict in and aro­
und the Nagorno-Karabakh region of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan has resulted 
in the occupation of almost one fifth of 
the territory of Azerbaijan and has ma­
de approximately one out of every nine 
persons in the country an internally dis­
placed person or a refugee. The Repu­
blic of Armenia bears the responsibility 
for unleashing the war and using force 
against Azerbaijan, occupying its territ­
ories, carrying out ethnic cleansing on a 
massive scale and committing other se­
rious crimes during the conflict. 
The international community has cons­
istently deplored, in the strongest ter­
ms, the use of military force against Az­
erbaijan and the resulting occupation of 
its territories. In 1993, the United Natio­
ns Security Council adopted resolutio­
ns 822 (1993), 853 (1993), 874 (1993) 
and 884 (1993), condemning the use of 
force against Azerbaijan and occupati­
on of its territories and reaffirming the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Azerbaijan and the inviolability of its in­
ternationally recognized borders. In th­
ose resolutions, the Security Council 
reaffirmed that the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region is part of Azerbaijan and called 
for immediate, complete and unconditi-

the occupied territories of Azerbaijan is 
the main cause of tensions and incide­
nts in the con'flict zone and the major 
impediment to the political settlement of 
the conflict. The Republic of Azerbaijan 
has also repeatedly stated that the mili­
tary occupation of its territories does 
not represent a solution and will never 
produce a political outcome desired by 
Armenia. 
Starting from the early morning of April 

2, 2016, the armed forces of Armenia 
increased fighting from their positions 
in the occupied territories, subjecting 
the armed forces of Azerbaijan along 
the line of contact and the adjacent de­
nsely populated areas under control of 
Azerbaijan to intensive fire with heavy 
artillery and large-caliber weapons. As 
a result of Armenia's attacks and subs­
equent hostilities, 34 towns and villages 
along the line of contact were shelled, a 
number of Azerbaijani civilians, includi­
ng children, were killed and wounded. 
Substantial damages were inflicted up­
on the private and public property. Th­
us, 353 civilian buildings, among them 
314 residential houses, 3 schools, 3 ki­
ndergartens, 1 cultural center and other 
civilian objects were either destroyed or 
damaged. Furthermore, 357 electricity 
poles, 3 power substations, 30 transfor­
mers, as well as water reservoirs, gas 
pipelines, roads and other property we­
re damaged. An updated information on 
the consequences of attacks by the ar­
med forces of Armenia as of 18 April 
2016 is attached. 
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onal withdrawal of the occupying forces 
from all occupied territories of Azerbaij­
an. Other international organizations 
have adopted a similar position. 
In total disregard of the position of the 

international community and in flagrant 
violation of international law, Armenia 
continues to undertake efforts aimed at 
further consolidating the current status 
quo of the occupation, strengthening its 
military build-up in the seized territori­
es, changing their demographic, cultur­
al and physical character and preventi­
ng the hundreds of thousands of Azer­
baijani forcibly displaced persons from 
returning to their homes and properties 
in those areas. ' 
Moreover, regular ceasefire violations, 

attacks on the towns and villages in Az­
erbaijan situated along the line of cont­
act of the armed forces of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan and the border between the 
two States have become more frequent 
and violent in recent times, resulting in 
the killing and injuring of Azerbaijani ci­
vilians. The Republic of Azerbaijan has 
repeatedly brought its strong protests 
and serious concerns in that regard to 
the attention of the international comm­
unity and has made it clear on numero­
us occasions that the unlawful presen­
ce of the armed forces of Armenia in 

Armenia's offensive actions also caus­
ed casualties and injuries among the 
servicemen of the armed forces of Aze­
rbaijan. On 10 April 2016, the Internati­
onal Committee of the Red Cross facili­
tated the handover, between the sides, 
of the bodies of those killed in action fo­
llowing the recent escalation . Subsequ­
ently performed forensic medical exam­
ination registered numerous signs of 
post-mortem mutilation of the bodies of 
Azerbaijani .servicemen. 
By its deliberate offensive actions, Ar­

menia undermined the ceasefire regi­
f!le established in 1994 and endanger­
ed the prospects of the political settlem­
ent of the conflict. On 5 April 2016 in 
Moscow, under the mediation efforts of 
the Russian Federation, the ceasefire 
was agreed between Armenia and Aze­
rbaijan. Despite that, Armenia continu­
es to violate that agreement by firing at 
the positions of the armed forces of Az­
erbaijan and the towns and villages sit­
uated along the line of contact with the 
use of large-caliber machine guns, mo­
rtars, grenade launchers and artillery 
systems. 
Armenia's direct and deliberate attacks 
against the Azerbaijani civilian populat­
ion and civilian objects, as well as inhu­
man acts against Azerbaijani militaries 
constitute a serious violation of interna­
tional humanitarian and human rights 
law, in particular the 1949 Geneva Co­
nventions and Additional Protocol I the­
reto, the 1954 Hague Convention on 
the Protection of Cultural Property in 
the Event of Armed Conflict and its pro­
tocols, the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the Internatio­
nal Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the Convention against 
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(End) 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or De­
grading Treatment or Punishment, the 
International Convention on the Elimi­
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimin­
ation, the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and the Convention for the Pro­
tection of Human Rights and Fundamen­
tal Freedoms. 
Alongside the Republic of Armenia's re­

sponsibility as a State for internationally 
wrongful acts, violations by Armenia of 
international humanitarian and human 
rights law during the conflict amount to 
crimes under international criminal law. 
The overall assessment of the causes 
and consequences of the war unleashed 
by Armenia against Azerbaijan make it 
absolutely clear that the crimes commit­
ted by Armenia during the conflict were 
not isolated or sporadic acts, but were 
part of Armenia's widespread and sys-

tematic policy and practice of atrocities. 
The Republic of Azerbaijan is confident 
that the consistent measures being taken 
at the national level, as well as the exist­
ing international legal framework, will 
serve to bring to justice those responsible 
for the grave offences committed in the 
course of Armenia's aggression against 
Azerbaijan . 
The Republic of Azerbaijan urges the in­

ternational community to condemn Ar­
menia for blatant violation of international 
law and insist on the implementation of 
the aforementioned UN Security Council 
resolutions. The conflict can only be 
resolved on the basis of the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan with­
in its internationally recognized borders. 
The Republic of Azerbaijan will spare no 
effort towards achieving the political set­
tlement of the conflict and ensuring peace 
and justice in the region. 


